BVPS RRR Evaluated Exercise

Doug Humble

Beaver County Emergency Services participated in a required
Table Top Exercise on March 14,
2019. This exercise was designed
to prepare and evaluate the county,
state and regional response to an
emergency at the Beaver Valley
Power Station (BVPS). The Relocation, Reentry and Return (RRR)
exercise differs from the BVPS exercises that we normally complete
every 2 years. RRR exercises begin where the other exercises end, focusing on the
relocation, reentry and return of the affected population surrounding the plant. In
all, 200 participants from 53 agencies were involved in this exercise which included
Beaver County and Hancock County, West Virginia.
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Beaver County had members of our Emergency Operations Center staff participatAid Training
ing, including EMA and 911 managers, emergency planners and trainers, radiological officers, agricultural officers, a Pennsylvania State Police Liaison and public in-  Events Calendar
formation officers. Although the After Action Report has not yet been published,
preliminary findings
were that the agencies involved successfully demonstrated their ability to protect the health and safety
of their affected populations.
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Rapid SOS

Kevin Whipple

Beaver County Emergency Services is now receiving accurate device location data for 9-1-1 calls from iPhones with
iOS 12+ and Android phones version 4.0+, as well as additional emergency data from apps like Uber, wearables,
connected homes and connected cars, via the RapidSOS Clearinghouse.
The nation’s 50-year-old legacy 911 infrastructure was designed for landlines and provides almost no data to first
responders besides a voice-only connection. Through the RapidSOS Clearinghouse, Beaver County Emergency Services is able to access life-saving emergency data from supplemental sources at no cost — including accurate location
from iPhones with iOS 12+ and Android phones version 4.0+.
Beaver County Emergency Services always seeks to implement 9-1-1 technology tools that will improve emergency
response for its residents and businesses.
RapidLite is completely free, providing invaluable information to call-takers and dispatchers as they work to send
callers appropriate help quickly.

Radio System Presentation

Gene Miketa

Do you know the different ways to use your radio when seconds matter? Whether you are a seasoned veteran or a
new radio user, the county has a presentation on optimizing radio use that will open your eyes to radio system features you and your department could be using for increased safety and efficiency in the field.
The presentation is meant to show departments how to better understand the capabilities of their equipment and
utilize the county’s radio system to its fullest. It has been presented to several local fire departments who found it
beneficial, and we would be happy to share it with other interested departments. For more information or to schedule a presentation, please contact me by email at gmiketa@beavercountypa.gov.

Hazmat Recertification Complete

Schuyler Mu

Beaver County’s Hazardous Materials Response Team
700 was awarded its state certification as of May 1,
2019. Team 700 has been a state certified HazmatTeam since April 1, 1991.
The recertification process is required every four
years and involves plan updates, training & medical
record review, equipment inventory and inspection,
and the completion of an evaluated exercise. The
county’s team was commended by the state for its
effective processes and procedures. Certification requirements will be updated at the state level prior to
the team’s next recertification experience in 2023.
However, team members are confident that they will
be able to meet any changes in the recertification process and rise to any new criteria put into place for the betterment of the overall program.
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Active Shooter Exercises

P AGE 3

Doug Humble

Beaver County Emergency Services has been partnering with local school districts, municipal police departments and
county agencies including the Beaver County District Attorney’s Office, ESU Team and the Beaver County Sheriff’s
Department to conduct Active Shooter training and exercises with school district staff.
Training and exercise days typically begin with the school principal or other administrative staff member welcoming
the group, followed by a presentation from Beaver County Emergency Services in reference to the prevailing best
practices in response to an Active Shooter incident in a school setting as well as a brief overview of case studies.
Presentations are followed by school administrators discussing school specific emergency plans and responses. Participants are then broken down into classroom sized groups for
a more concentrated training on the following subjects:
evacuation, sheltering/lockdown, decision making, countering techniques and tactical awareness demonstrations. Following a lunch break, two active shooter full scale exercises
are held. During these exercises, teachers, cafeteria workers, maintenance workers, and staff go to work in their normal school settings, and an active shooter actor enters the
school. School district teachers & staff then react as per their
plans and training. In addition to their actions, local police respond, locate
(in coordination with a 911 Dispatcher) and apprehended the actor.
The following school exercises and training were held this spring:
On April 26 at Western Beaver High School (pictured above), approximately 100 people participated in training & exercises, which included
school staff members, county response agencies and officers from the Beaver and Ohioville Police Departments. Additionally in the morning, police received “RAIDER” training, designed to refine police response to active shooter
incidents and building searches.
On March 8, at Blackhawk School District’s Highland Middle
School (pictured at left), 75 people including school staff and members of
the Chippewa, South Beaver and Patterson
Township Police Departments participated in
training and exercises along with county agencies.
On May 10, 2019, at Blackhawk Intermediate
School (photos at right), Chippewa Police Department and school staff participated in a training and
exercise day that included an Active Shooter review
from the School District’s previous training that
took place in May of 2018.
Those in attendance at these exercises were in agreement that the training was
successful and left everyone better prepared to respond to real life emergencies at their schools, should they occur.

P AGE 4
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Municipal Coordinator Updates

Doug Humble & Jeff McKay

Quarterly Local Emergency Management Training was conducted at Beaver County Emergency
Services on April 16, 2019. A presentation was reviewed with our Local Emergency Management
Coordinators relative to the subject of our recent Beaver Valley Power Station Post Plume Ingestion Training and Table Top Exercise Day as well as our Federally Evaluated Triple R ( Relocation,
Reentry, Return) Table Top Exercise. We also discussed Municipal Emergency Operations Plans,
Damage Assessment Procedures, the StormReady program, pipeline activities and Emergency
Offsite Response Plans for SARA Title III facilities.
The next Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator Training is scheduled for September 10,
2019 at Emergency Services in Ambridge.
At right, Beaver County Emergency
Services Director Eric Brewer addresses one of the two training sessions with Beaver County Local
Emergency Management Coordinators held on April 16.
Below, Thomas Albanese received his
Advanced County Emergency Management Staff Certification. This certification makes Tom available to assist and work in the Beaver
County Emergency Services EOC if the need would
arise.
At right, JT Pennington of Aliquippa received his Basic Municipal Emergency
Management
Staff
Certification from Director Eric Brewer.
For more information
on the county’s Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator
training program or PEMA certification process, please contact
Doug Humble or Jeff McKay at 724-775-1700 or by email at
dhumble@beavercountypa.gov and jmckay@beavercountypa.gov.
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As I sit in my office writing this, it is now 2:20 am on a
stormy Wednesday morning, and I find myself working
the night shift. Our county has been pummeled with
storms since about 6 pm last night. I am looking at a CAD
Eric Brewer, Beaver County
screen full of flooded roadways, trees and wires down and
Emergency Services Director
flooded basements; meanwhile, the lightning and rain are
not letting up. I often think about how prepared we actually are when I hear of cars getting trapped in flood water or
trees taking down wires. This is part of the preparedness process. What if the car didn’t go around the “Road Closed”
sign, eventually stalling out in the flood water, or what if someone trimmed the trees as to not interfere with the wires?
Do we need to work harder getting information to the public or is preparedness taken for granted?

The Director’s
Corner

Whether on a personal, local, state or national level, emergency preparedness is important to reduce loss of life and property. Today’s Emergency Management involves technology use, partnerships and planning. Prior to advanced technology, we relied on television and radio for news and warnings. Yesteryear, we could set off a siren to notify the public of a
weather warning. Today, we use technology to send information via social media, text, e-mail or phone notification. We
partner and train with private agencies, business and volunteer organizations to protect critical infrastructure and build
resilience in the community. Knowing that no individual community has all of the resources needed to fully respond to a
major disaster, the planning we do is an all-hazards process focusing on those hazards that are most likely to affect a community while remaining flexible enough to respond to unexpected emergencies. As technology advances, our notification
and response methods become better and faster. Yet, there will still be ways we can improve. Public outreach and emergency preparedness education is an area of focus easy to overlook or put on the back burner. However, it is often the
place we need to start if we want to minimize the impact of disasters in our communities.

N EWS & N OTES


Congratulations to Chris Parker for being named Telecommunicator of the Quarter in April. Chris has been with Emergency Services for three years and was nominated by his coworkers after being involved in some high profile calls.



Emergency Services welcomed several new employees this spring. Kelly Staschak
joined the administrative team as a Part Time Planner/Trainer in the Hazmat program,
and Ryan Edgell, Timothy Moldovan and Cole Zurik started 911 dispatcher training.
Additionally, Amy Bernard, Erin Doyle and John Bender moved into Part Time Dispatch positions.
Pictured at left, Jeff McKay, Jeff Bolland, Frank
Parris, Kevin Whipple, Eric Brewer, Tina Hrubovcak and Kelly Staschak attended
the Beaver County Police Memorial on May 17.



The Beaver County 911 Center will discontinue faxing incident information and updates to local departments as of January 1, 2020. Local
agencies can use the NetViewer website to securely access incident information or
they may choose to have closed incident reports emailed to them. All agencies will
need to choose a faxing alternative before 1/1/20. If your agency is ready to upgrade, please contact Jim McCarthy at 724-775-1700 or jmccarthy@beavercountypa.gov.





Please note the following changes to the issuing of County ID Badges: ID badges will be issued to Law Enforcement Officers who require an ID to enter the Beaver County Courthouse and EMS personnel
only. Appointments and department head authorization are required in advance. Please call 724-775-1700 to schedule an appointment or for more information.

Chris Starkey Benefit
Night at the Races

Come join us on July 13th, 2019 for an evening of food, fun and entertainment at the Night at the Races to
benefit Chris Starkey. Chris suffered a stroke on March 29th. Chris has been in the emergency services
field for over 30 years, serving as a Volunteer Firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician in Brighton
Twp, Ohioville and, at the time of his injury, in Chippewa as the Deputy Chief. He is also a 911 Dispatcher
for Beaver County. Chris has a wife and 4 young children who currently reside in Brighton Township.
Chris has selflessly served his community all these years; now he and his family are the ones needing the
assistance. Please come out and join us in support for all that he has done for his community. Winning
horse will receive $25 per race. There will be drawings, Chinese Auction items and 50/50. Horse races
called by At the Wire Entertainment. Please contact Ed Clark by email at edclark2513@gmail.com or by
phone at 724-622-2285 if you would like to donate a Chinese auction item, sponsor a race or become an
event sponsor. For details, like “Chris Starkey Benefit” on Facebook.
July 13, 2019
Held at the Big Knob Fire Station
1229 State Rt 989
Rochester, PA 15074
Doors open at 5:30 pm Dinner at 6:00 pm
Racing starts at 7:00 pm
$20 per adult = Admission + Horse
$30 per couple = Admission for 2 + Horse
$10 Name a Horse = Horse only – no admission
$15 Admission Only
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Events Calendar









June 3: Economy Ambulance Blood Drive, 12-5 PM
June 13: BVARA Meeting, 5 PM
June 14: Flag Day, County Offices Closed
June 16: Father’s Day
June 12: Hazmat Training, Norfolk Southern
June 21: First Day of Summer
June 24: Mental Health First Aid Training






July 4: Independence Day, County Offices Closed
July 11: BVARA Meeting, 5 PM
July 17: Hazmat Training, Garage, 6:30 PM
July 31: Offsite Agency Training, BVPS
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A UGUST 2019
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 August 20: VOAD Meeting, 10:30 AM
 August 20: LEPC Meeting,
4301 Dutch Ridge Rd, 1 PM
 August 21: Hazmat Training, Garage, 6:30 PM

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
ALL EVENTS ARE LOCATED AT THE BEAVER COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
For more information on any of the above listed events, or to add your public safety event to future calendars, please email Sky at: smu@beavercountypa.gov

Emergency Services
351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
724-775-1700
BEAVER COUNTY

EMERGENCY SERVICES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ADMINISTRATION

ERIC BREWER, DIRECTOR

DANIEL C. CAMP III, CHAIRMAN
SANDIE EGLEY

KEVIN WHIPPLE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

TONY AMADIO

FRANK PARRIS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Beaver County Courthouse • 810 Third Street • Beaver, PA 15009
724-728-3934 • www.beavercountypa.gov

The Beaver County Emergency Services Newsletter is created and published by the
Beaver County Emergency Services center.
Beaver County Emergency Services is a division of Beaver County government,
under the authority of the Beaver County Board of Commissioners. Emergency
Services manages the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch operations center and also serves as the
county’s Emergency Management office, working under the direction of the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) on emergency preparedness,
planning, mitigation, response, and recovery.
The Emergency Services center is also the home of the county’s Hazardous Materials
Response Team, the Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) and is the
contact point for many other public safety organizations, including EMS, Fire,
Police, and Municipal EMA services. Emergency Services works in conjunction
with a number of county and offsite agencies to provide comprehensive public safety
guidance and emergency support to Beaver County.

Want to contribute?
E-mail the editor,
Schuyler Mu , at
smu@beavercountypa.gov

