Register for Swift911

Kelly Staschak

It is 11:30 pm on a Thursday night and your phone starts to ring. You look, wondering who
could be calling, and you see the number 724-240-0180. Would you answer the call? The answer should be yes! That number is connected to Swift911.
What is Swift911? Swift911 is a high-speed Emergency Alert System that alerts residents to
emergency situations. These alerts can include, but are not limited to, shelter in place orders,
potential and/or dangerous incidents and the possibility that an evacuation might occur.
Through Swift911, Beaver County can reach people via telephone, cell phones, email, text
messages and social media sites (Facebook and Twitter). But for Swift911 to work, you have
to be registered and keep your information up to date. There are four (4) ways to sign
up for Swift911.
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The preferred method is registering via the app. In the app store of your mobile device,
search “Swift911 Public,” and choose the blue icon. Click “Register” at the bottom of the  Chemical Security and
Transportation Workscreen and follow the steps. At “Select a login ID type,” leave it on “Mobile,” you can add
shop
in your email and landline later. After setting up your account, go into the settings section
from the main menu. The first option will be “Location Updates,” make sure that you turn  The Ripple Effect
this feature on. This will allow you to receive alerts for any incident happening within Beaver County based on GPS if it affects you. For example, let’s say you live in Beaver Bor-  Events Calendar
ough, but you’re visiting the Beaver Valley Mall located in Center Township. If something
happens in Center Township while you're at the mall and a shelter in place alert is sent out,
if you do not have the “Location Updates” turned on in your phone, you will not receive the message.



The second way to sign up for Swift911 is by going to the Beaver County website (beavercountypa.gov) and clicking on the
banner for Swift911. This will take you to the Swift911 Portal. Once you click on the “Register Now!” box, it will direct
you to enter your personal information. Type in your address and click where it says “Validate Address” and the Latitude and
Longitude will be entered for you. Click “Submit Registration.” You will receive a 4-digit code via email immediately. That
code is entered into the next screen you see. Click “Complete Registration” and you are done.



Your third option for signing up for this emergency notification service is by calling 724-775-1700 and telling us that you
would like to register for Swift911. A member of our staff will take your information and enter it into the system for you.



The fourth way to register is in person at community events. Emergency Services staff attend community events held
throughout the county. If you see us with a table set up, please stop by, say hi, and ask questions. We’d be happy to register
you for Swift911 if you haven’t already done so.

On Saturday August 3rd, EMA Deputy Director Frank Parris, 911 Dispatcher Chris Stone and I attended the Touch-A-Truck
event at the Beaver Valley Mall. We brought the county’s Mobile Communication Unit for attendees to explore and provided
information about emergency preparedness and Swift911. We answered all types of questions related to Swift911 ranging from
why people should sign up, to details on how the app works as well as troubleshooting notifications that weren’t being received.
In most cases, alerts were not received because the individual had not yet signed up for the service. At the end of the day, a lot of
information was shared, and new things were learned about Swift911, but more importantly, many new people signed up. If you
are hosting a community event and would like Beaver County Emergency Services to attend, we would love to be there. Please
feel free to give us a call at 724-775-1700.

BCESC N EWSLETTER V OLUME 14, I SSUE 4

P AGE 2

September is National Preparedness Month
Be Informed, Be Prepared,
Be Involved!
National Preparedness Month is a time to
focus our attention on the importance of
preparing our families, homes, businesses, and communities for disasters that
threaten our lives, property, and homeland. During this time, we also honor
the brave men and women who selflessly
respond to crises and disasters, rendering
aid to those in need. These first responders, who work tirelessly to safeguard our
Nation and protect our citizens, deserve
our utmost gratitude and appreciation.
Thank you to the first responders and all
of those who hold support roles when
they need assistance or help.
National Preparedness Month is a part of
a governmental effort to strengthen the
United States' preparedness capabilities.
The national preparedness architecture
encompasses prevention, protection,
response, and recovery efforts to prepare
the United States for all hazards – whether terrorist attack or natural disaster.
Tragedies are somber reminders that
preparedness is a shared responsibility
and that it is critical to maintain readiness. All Americans can prepare for potential disasters by developing and practicing a family emergency response plan,
assembling a disaster supply kit, signing
up for alerts on mobile devices, setting
aside emergency savings, and maintaining
adequate insurance policies for their
homes and businesses.
Since its inception in 2004, National
Preparedness Month is observed each
September. Sponsored by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
within the Department of Homeland Security, National Preparedness Month
encourages Americans to take steps to
prepare for emergencies in their homes,
businesses, schools, and communities.
FEMA's Ready Campaign, the correlating
public education outreach campaign, disseminates information to help the general
public prepare for and respond to emer-

gencies, including natural disasters and medications as well as some cash, a first
potential terrorist attacks.
aid kit, a flashlight, batteries and any important documents you will need if you
Since September 11, 2001, the US Govevacuate. For tips on assembling supplies,
ernment has taken steps to encourage all
visit www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.
citizens to make their own survival preparations. September was chosen as Na- Families also should establish meeting
tional Preparedness Month, as the trage- places that are familiar and easy to find. It
dies of September 11, 2001 highlighted is best to choose multiple destinations in
to the nation the importance of being different directions so you’ll have options
prepared. Also September has been cho- in an emergency. Create a plan that will
sen partly because of the peak of enable you to evacuate quickly and safely
the Atlantic hurricane season is in mid- under a variety of circumstances, and
September.
practice your evacuation. To learn more
about your evacuation zone and creating
Community members often will be the
an evacuation plan, visfirst ones to take action after a disaster
it www.ready.gov/evacuating-yourselfstrikes and before first responders arrive,
and-your-family.
so it is important to prepare in advance.
Sometimes emergency responders may During an emergency, it is important to
be overwhelmed with the magnitude of stay up to date on the latest alerts, warnthe disaster and the community members ings and disaster information. Beaver
should be prepared to survive 72 hours. County uses Swift911 for emergency
All Americans are encouraged to take alerts, to provide information in the
time this month to learn lifesaving skills, event of a disaster or an emergency.
such as Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
(CPR), using an Automatic External De- Administration’s (NOAA) weather radio
fibrillator (AED), and First Aid; check network also broadcasts continuous
your insurance policies and coverage for weather information from local National
the hazards you may face, such as floods, Weather Service offices. There are nuearthquakes, and tornadoes; consider the merous apps and websites that provide
costs associated with disasters and begin information on emergency in local areas
saving for an emergency; and learn how like local TV stations that send out alerts
to take practical safety steps like shutting on news and weather conditions.
off utilities.
To learn more about National PreparedDisasters don't plan ahead, but you ness Month, visit www.ready.gov or
can. Get yourself and your family ready https://www.ready.pa.gov/
for the unexpected during National Preparedness Month this September.
Preparedness Is Everybody’s Job!
Your family may not be together when
disaster strikes, so it is important to
know how you’ll contact one another and
reconnect if separated. For assistance
creating a family emergency communication plan, use the form found by following this link: https://go.usa.gov/xPcCF.
Everyone should also have an emergency
kit ready, so you can grab it and go at a
moment’s notice.
Necessary items include water, food and

Sign up for Swift911 Beaver County by
going to www.beavercountypa.gov and
also check your local municipality’s websites for mass notification system that
they may use such as Reverse911, Code
Red etc.
Compiled by Jeffery McKay from the following sources: 2018 Presidential Proclamation
and Wikipedia

P AGE 3

BCESC N EWSLETTER V OLUME 14, I SSUE 4

New Fingerprint Kit in Service

Douglas Humble

Beaver County Emergency Services has a new Identification System Kit
available for loan to agencies interested in offering child identification and
record keeping services in their communities. This type of equipment is
usually utilized by community or school resource/police officers. The kit
contains a laptop computer for information entries, a small fingerprint
scanner, a small camera for photographs and a portable printer. It is packaged in a metal case, can be transported with relative ease and requires minimal set up time. Instructions are included along with installation aids. The
end product creates a photograph of the child along with their fingerprint
and all of their entered personal information. Identification results, on paper, go home with parents for safe keeping and, while hopefully never used, the document may be a valuable resource in a missing child investigation. If you are interested in using this identification system in your community,
please contact Doug Humble at 724-775-1700 or dhumble@beavercountypa.gov for more information.

Hazmat Team Adds Underflow Dam To Inventory Gene Miketa
August Beaver County Hazmat Team training included practicing the deployment of a new inventory item. With the
WT-2125 Water-Gate Instant Underflow Dam, Beaver County’s Hazmat Team 700 can quickly create an underflow
dam in a small stream. This enables us to more easily deploy skimming and vacuum equipment to clean up floating
hydrocarbon spills. The underflow dam can also be used to create a water source for extinguishing remote fires. The
Water-Gate Instant Underflow Dam is lightweight, portable and flexible for instant deployment. Its features include:
 Fast, easy installation: Simply unroll the barrier and secure its front
bib with rocks or ballast. A single barrier can be unrolled by one person in
just minutes, allowing for last-minute emergency protection.
 Rapid deployment: Water pressure opens the dam automatically.
 Versatility: Useful in a wide variety of situations and conditions, including in cold weather. Barrier can activate from a weak trickle or rapid
flow of water.
 Extendable: Many barriers can be attached together to increase length.
 Minimal equipment needed: Does not require manual inflation.
Lightweight design minimizes transportation logistics and manpower needs.
 Rapid removal: Lift up one end (bottom bib front part) and let water flow under, or let barrier close automatically as water recedes. Significantly easier than lifting, removing, and disposing of heavy sandbags.
 Flexible: Contours to the shape of the ground, flexing to accommodate obstacles such as rocks, curbs, or uneven terrain. Dam can bend, incorporating curves to follow the bank of a river or turn corners around a building.
 Reusable: Water-Gate barriers are designed to be used over and over, for many years. After deployment, they
can be cleaned with a pressure washer, dried, and stored.
 Easy to store: Barrier rolls up into a compact bundle, allowing for easy stacking and storage.
 Ready to use: Water-Gate is ready to be deployed, right out of the box.
 Several barrier heights available: Water-Gate comes in a variety of heights.
 Environmentally friendly: Can be installed on the ground or in water without harming the environment.
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The Director’s
Corner

The Role and Importance of the Local
Emergency Management Coordinator
Eric Brewer, Beaver County
Pennsylvania’s Emergency Management Services Code
Emergency Services Director
directs and authorizes every political subdivision (i.e.,
county, city, borough, and township) to have an emergency management program that includes a trained Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC), an Emergency
Operations Plan (EOP), and a functioning Emergency Operations Center (EOC) with a trained staff.
An elected official does not know when a disaster will strike. However, they are ultimately responsible for protecting the residents who elected them. A local emergency management program should address evacuation plans, resource manuals, communications and warning systems as well as designated mass care shelters, to name a few. The
state Code mandates the appointment of a local EMC and identifies the certification process and required training. In
most municipalities, the EMC is a volunteer or a full or part-time employee who fulfills multiple jobs. There is a
process for a municipality to appoint an EMC which includes a criminal history check ending with the approval of the
Governor. One of the County’s responsibilities is to offer training to the local EMC’s, which we do on a quarterly
basis. A progressive and active local emergency management program reflects an elected officials interest in public
safety and results in better protection for the lives and property of the citizens.
You can find information on who your local EMC is at http://www.beavercountypa.gov/Depts/EMS/Pages/
MunicipalEMCs.aspx

N EWS & N OTES


Congratulations to Brian Murray for being named Telecommunicator of the Quarter in Summer of 2019. Brian is pictured at right with
Deputy Director Frank Parris.



Congratulations are also in order for Kelly Staschak who was promoted
in August from Part Time Planner to Full Time Emergency Management Specialist.
Several Hazmat Team 700 members attended the 2019 PA Association of Hazmat Technicians Conference in August in Seven Springs. Pictured at left are Kevin Whipple,
Justin Miketa, Jeff McKay, Kelly Staschak, Eric Brewer and Gene Miketa.


The Beaver County 911 Center will discontinue faxing incident information and updates to local departments as of January
1, 2020. Local agencies can use the NetViewer website to securely access
incident information or they may choose to have closed incident reports
emailed to them. All agencies will need to choose a faxing alternative before
1/1/20. If your agency is ready to upgrade, please contact Jim McCarthy at 724-775-1700 or jmccarthy@beavercountypa.gov.




Please note the following changes to the issuing of County ID Badges: ID badges will be issued to Law Enforcement Officers who require an ID to enter the Beaver County Courthouse and EMS personnel only. Appointments and department head authorization are required in advance. Please call 724-775-1700
to schedule an appointment or for more information.

Events Calendar
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 Sept. 2: Labor Day, County Offices Closed
 Sept. 6: Senator Elder Vogel 55+ Senior Expo,
Sat
CCBC Dome, 10 am
7
 Sept. 10: Municipal EMC Quarterly Training, 1:30
pm and 6:30 pm
14
 Sept. 12: BVARA Meeting, 5 pm
21
 Sept. 18: Chiefs of Police Meeting, Noon
28  Sept. 18: Hazmat Team Trng, 6:30, Hazmat Garage
 Sept. 23: First Day of Autumn
 Sept.24: Special Facilities Training, 9 am
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Oct. 10:
Oct. 14:
Oct. 16:
Oct. 16:
Oct. 31:

BVARA Meeting, 5 pm
Columbus Day, County Offices Closed
Chiefs of Police Meeting, Noon
Hazmat Team Trng, 6:30, Hazmat Garage
Happy Halloween!
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Nov. 3: Fall Back! Daylight Saving Time Ends
Nov. 5: Election Day, County Offices Closed
Nov. 11: Veteran’s Day, County Offices Closed
Nov. 13: Firefighters Association Meeting, 7 pm
Nov. 14: BVARA Meeting, 5 pm
Nov. 19: VOAD Mtg, 11:30 am; LEPC Mtg, 1 pm
Nov. 20: Chiefs of Police Meeting, Noon
Nov. 20: Hazmat Team Trng, 6:30, Hazmat Garage
Nov. 26: Municipal EMC Quarterly Training, 1:30
pm and 6:30 pm
 Nov. 28-29: Happy Thanksgiving! County Offices
Closed

ALL EVENTS ARE LOCATED AT THE BEAVER COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
For more information on any of the above listed events, or to add your public safety event to future calendars, please email Sky at: smu@beavercountypa.gov

Emergency Services
351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
724-775-1700
BEAVER COUNTY

EMERGENCY SERVICES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ADMINISTRATION

ERIC BREWER, DIRECTOR

DANIEL C. CAMP III, CHAIRMAN
SANDIE EGLEY

KEVIN WHIPPLE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

TONY AMADIO

FRANK PARRIS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Beaver County Courthouse • 810 Third Street • Beaver, PA 15009
724-728-3934 • www.beavercountypa.gov

The Beaver County Emergency Services Newsletter is created and published by the
Beaver County Emergency Services center.
Beaver County Emergency Services is a division of Beaver County government,
under the authority of the Beaver County Board of Commissioners. Emergency
Services manages the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch operations center and also serves as the
county’s Emergency Management office, working under the direction of the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) on emergency preparedness,
planning, mitigation, response, and recovery.
The Emergency Services center is also the home of the county’s Hazardous Materials
Response Team, the Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) and is the
contact point for many other public safety organizations, including EMS, Fire,
Police, and Municipal EMA services. Emergency Services works in conjunction
with a number of county and offsite agencies to provide comprehensive public safety
guidance and emergency support to Beaver County.

Want to contribute?
E-mail the editor,
Schuyler Mu , at
smu@beavercountypa.gov

